The significance of incomplete excision in patients with basal cell carcinoma.
Sixty-seven patients with incompletely excised basal cell carcinomas are reviewed. No recurrences were seen in seven patients who had immediate supplementary treatment; 23 of 60 patients submitted to a "wait and see" regimen developed recurrent disease, Recurrence was commoner in those in whom both the lateral and deep margins were involved, and when the incomplete excision was for recurrent disease. The latter recurrences were more difficult to control in patients who had previously had radiotherapy, when the deep margin was involved and when a flap had been used to close the resulting defect. A case is made for immediate re-excision for all patients with incompletely excised basal cell carcinomas.